Case xxx.
High altitude object with contrail

Time: About February 25 or 26 at about 13.30-14.00 hours
Places: Trehörningen and Tavelsjö, county of Västerbotten

The area around [lake] Tavelsjön and [lake] Trehörningen, on the 64th parallel, in the county of Västerbotten, was a center of activity in the 1946 wave. In August and September the local police investigated a number of local sightings at the suggestion of the Defence Staff in Stockholm. Other reports from the area are to be found as cases xxx, xxx, xxx, xxx, xxx, xxx, xxx and xxx. 

The following is an excerpt from a report, dated September 20, signed by F.Johansson, a state police from Umeå, who had been sent to the area to investigate the series of sightings and the credibility of the witnesses.   

”In connection with the interrogations of the persons mentioned above [compare cases xxx, xxx and xxx] it was found that other phenomena should have been observed in the skies over the Tavelsjö area. In that connection an investigation was performed, whereby it was found out that the following persons had made sightings:

”5. One day around February 26, 1946. ([Interrogation by] F.Johansson, September 17, 1946). Yeoman Jonas Alfred Sandström, born on August 14, 1883, registered and living at Trehörningen, parish of Umeå, postal address Tavelsjö, telephone 20, Trehörningen: 

”One day around February 26, 1946, about 14.00 hours, when Sandström, in the company of yeomen Helmer Lövgren, Konrad Johansson, Gustav Jonsson, Oskar Jonsson and Frans Jonsson, all of them from Trehörningen, were working on water well som 400 meters NE of Sandström´s estate in Trehörningen, Sandström caught sight of a smoke trail going from the SW to the NE at a straight line. The smoke looked, mostly, like the smoke from a locomotive. Sandström followed the smoke trail  with his eyes and then saw at the northeastern end of it, an object, having the shape of an egg. The smoke trail and the object was at a very great altitude and the object was leaving at a very high speed. Sandström didn´t hear any noise from the object. In this connection he wanted to emphasize that drilling was going on in the water well, therefore the object might very well have had a sound without him noticing it. Sandström pointed out the object to his fellow workers, and all of them wondered what kind of phenomenon it could be. 

”At the time it was dry weather, but the sky was overclouded and the sun didn´t shine. The smoke trail was distrinctly visible, since it had a colour that was considerably lighter than the clouds. Later on it descended and evaporated just over the treetops of the nearby woods. The smoke never reached ground, therefore Sandström was not able to feel any odour or make any other observations. The dispersal of the smoke took about five minutes. 

”Concerning the appearance of the object, see the enclosed sketch, enclosure 6, made by Sandström. 



Sandström´s sketch of the object












”Sandström stated, on being questioned, that he, at no other time, had he seen any similar phenomenon.  

”6. One day at the end of February or beginning of March, 1946. ([questioned], the 17 of September, 1946, [by] F.Johansson). ”Yeoman Johan Oskar Grehn, born on December 7, 1892, registered and living at Tavelsjö, Umeå parish, postal adress Tavelsjö, telephone n:r 3, Tavelsjö:

”One day at the end of February or beginning of March 1946 at about 13.30 hours, when Grehn and yeoman Asel Teodor Andersson and Andersson´s son farm worker Ingvar Andersson, both of them from Långviken, parish of Umeå, were working in a forest owned by yeoman J.G.Johansson of Tavelsjö, situated about four kilometres to the northeast of the northern part of [lake] Tavelsjön, they noticed something strange around the sun. It seemed like a mist, and Grehn therefore asked his fellows what kind of weather was to be expected, since the sun had this appearance. At the next moment, however, he caught sight of an object coming at very high speed through the air from southwest and over the place where Grehn was standing, then continuing in a northeasterly direction. Before it disappeared out of sight, Grehn noticed that it changes direction three times, first a little bit to the east, then another bit to the east and then to the north, whereupon it disappeared behind the woods. The object, which didn´t fly very high up, emitted a bioling [simmering] sound. The noise was not remarkably powerful. The object left a trail of smoke, which remained in the sky for about an hour, whereupon it disintegrated. At the time there was a fine weather with sunshine and a heaven almost free from clouds.

”Concerning the appearance of the object, Grehn stated that it had a shape like the truck [knob] of a flagpole of the type that is pointed at the top and then gradually thicker. The object´s length was about 1,5 metres and it´s greatest width about 10 centimeters. The smoke seemed to emit about two metres behind the body from a pipe-like part of the object´s rear. The smoke then spread gradually. 

”Concerning the appearance of the object, see the enclosed sketch, enclosure 7, drawn by Grehn. 













”Grehn declared, on being questioned, that he had neither before nor after seen any such phenomenon.

”Probably the day after Grehn saw the object he read in Västerbottens-Kuriren about an object, which had fallen on a building in a place on the coast of northern Finland, whereupon the building had caught fire. This [the crash, or the publication of the case?] should have happened on the same day as Grehn saw the object and only a very short time thereafter [?]. Therefore, Grehn believed it was the same object.  

[Comment: This refers to the February 21 meteor. The story of a ”crash” in Finland was published by Västerbottens-Kuriren on February 26 (see case xxx). Grehn´s sighting therefore probably occured on the 25th. The 24th is unlikely since it was a Sunday, and the men would not have been at work. Grehn couln´t have seen the same object that crashed in Finland on the 21st, ince this was a evening meteor.]

Status: Unidentified. 
Source: Defence Staff files, War Archives, Stockholm.

